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lish a revenue for his country, on a sure
foundation, and to render it solvent, than all
the Congresses and Senates that have exis-
ted since 1823. To the above decrees are
added many exceptions from the taxes impo-
scd, explanations, directions for collection,
&c &c. In the preamble to the decrce,
first quoted, His ﬁ‘:xcellcncy founds it upon
the mecessity of changing the old vicious
system, injurious to commerce, and mons-
y expensive in collection, and the duty
of every citizen to contribute to the support
of government, according to his means,
ith respect to the ‘‘monstrous’ charges
of collection, under the old system, I think it
right to quote here what Don Francisco
Lombardo says in his ‘‘ memoria™ of 1839
While speaking of the injurions and demor-
alizing effects of the internal duties on com-
merce, he remarks:—*‘ The cost of collec-
tion may be calculated at 19 per cent, which
no civilized nation spends in the collection
of its revenues, while even amongst ourselves,
it is observed that the branches of the first
class depending upon the maritime custom
houses, which assuredly are organized with
little economy, have only absorbed about 10
per cent in their collection,”
If the latter absorb 10 per cent, it is clear
there must be expences, not stated in the
““ memorias,” from which table (¢) was
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formed. It will be seen, that I estimated
the whole cost of collection, at only 3} per
cent—ride note 4.
It will be no less curious than interesting
to know the result of the new financial
scheme, adopted by Santa JAnna. 1fthe du-
ties imposed be faithfully paid, I have no
doubt, the amount will be very large, and if,
His Excellency would only try during the
term of his presidency, a reduction of im-
port duties to 22 or 23 per cent, ad valo-
rem, in the whole, as recommended by the
Minister of Finance Don Francisco Arillaga,
so far back as 1823, and the total abolition
of all internal duties on goods which have
paid those of importation; also, the abolition
of all duties whatever on the export of Gold
and Silver Coin, and of all on bars and in-
gots beyond what duty would equal the Mint
charges for coinage, I feel confident that the
civie crown of His Excellency would eclipse
his military laurels,—that he would really
regenerate his country, purge it of contra-
band and its perjured supporters, promote
industry, wealth and contentment every-
where, and hand his name down to posterity,
not only as the asserter of Mexican lnde-
pendence, but as the founder of Mexican
greatness and prosperity.

[ now come to a sub‘ect where [ think

the advisers of His Excellency have recom-
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mended to him a course neither promotive
of his glory, nor of the prosperity of the
7,483,724 fellow citizens, who have to re-
spect and obey himn as their Chief Magis-
trate.

W hat I allude to is the prohibition of those
coarse cotton and wocllen goods that are
most used by the poor, in order to promote
domestic manufactures of the same articles
made here, at treble the price, by foreign
machinery, and under the direction of foreign
workmen, and carried on, in several in-
stances, on foreign account,

It will scarcely be believed in Europe,
'that Mexico, with a littoral of land, on
| both its extended coasts, of from 10 to 20
leagues, as fertile and productive as any in
‘the United States, or India, and as fit for
'the cultivation of the richest tropical produc-
tions, known in those countries, with labour
cheaper than the slave labour of the United
| States, ¢hould not pursue a policy tending
Las its first and greatest interest, to call into
‘existence n wealth nemeasurably beyond
‘what it has ever derived from all its mines,
in the epoch of their greatest prosperity,
rand capable of turning what is called (he
balance of trade, in its favour, with all those
lmanul'.'u'luring nations who can supply its
'balf=clad population at the lowest prices,
' Yet such is the case !

TABLE NO. 2—Rerereep 1o 1IN our No, 11,

Duties dn sundry British Manufactures of chief consumption in Mexico, at the epoch of the following Tarifls,
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To explain why the high duties of 1827 were maintai
k : . ntained for full 10 years, it is nec i i
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was an indirect reduction of the duties.

[Avoust.

TABLE—No. 8.
Relerred to in our No. 12,

PR S
——

PorvratioNy or THE Rerunric or Mexico,
AS RENDERED BY THE NatioNar Instie
TUTE OF (GEOGRAPHY, AND STATISTICS TO
THE SuPREME GOVERNMENT, in 1839,
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Departments. Iuhabitants in 1839,
Mexico, vl 1,389,520
Jalisco, oo Teial ety Telht G9R
Puebla, 4w v 661,902
YOOREN iy e T 580,984
Guanaxuato, ., ., . . . , 513,606
Oajicaxo, 500,278
Michxoacan, 497,906
Jan Luis Potesi, . 321,840
Zacatecas, ’ 273,575
Vera Cruz, . 264,380
Durango, . 162,618
Chihuahua, 147,600
Sinaloa, 147,000
Senora, 124,000
Chiapas, 141,206
Queretarxo, 120,560
Nuevo Leon, 101,108
Tamaulipas, 100,068
(‘oahuila, 75,340
Aguas Calientes, 69,693
Tabasco, ., g 63’530
Nuevo Mexico, S 57’0‘26
Upper and Lower California, . 33,439
Texas, ‘27:800

Total,

7,044,140

_ Notes — As the memhers of the Institute fix the yearly
nerease of population at 1 and 4-5ths per 100, or 127 528
and 11-100ths yearly. adding that augimentation for the

Lyears 1810, 1841, and 1542, the whole pnrulalinn may

now be fairly considered to be 7,433,721 anc
or upwarids.

It has Leen always observed, that in the Departments
nearest the Equator, or where the heat is greatest, the
number of femaies exceeds that of the males, and the
number of males exceeds that of the females. as von pro-

cead North. % =, ’
Mexico, Noveinhber 1843, R. C. WYLLIE.
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EstimaTe oF Tue WearLta or T Mexi-
cAN RerunLic, As 171 ArPEARS IN Brrpg-
TiN No. 1, oF THE NatioNar INstiTUTE
or (IEOGRAPHY AND STATISTICS, PRE-
SENTED TO THE SUPREME GOVERNMENT,
IN 1839,

By a Statistical Report, by Captain Don
Jose Maria Quiros, Secretary to the (*‘Con-
sulado™) Chamber of Commerce of Vera
Cruz, and read to a ** Junta” of the Govern-
ment, on the 24th of January, 1817, the
yearly production of the National Industry
was calculated as follows, viz :—

Agricul- { Products consumed in the interior, $133,352 625
ture, do.  exported, 4,997 496

{ By the term is meant trades, and
¢ haudicrafts, &e, : E 61,011,813
27,951,000

Total, §227,812,929

But the authors say, that as the value
of lands, houses, trade and commmerce, has
greatly increased since 1817, ¢ they calcu-
late the whole yearly production of the
national industry to be (in 1839) at lcast
$300,000,000, representing, at 5 per cent,.
a capital of six thousand millions of dollars.

lnnluslr)‘.

Mines,

ANates.—In proof’ of this great increase in the value
of property, they add the particulars of four estates sold
in 1790, and valued in 1829, us follows, viz i—
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Fstates Nald Do. Valued

in l?'.'af).’ in 1829,
. Free Valua- Freve

Price. | Rental tion. Rentul.

No. 1| 65000 4,160 | No,. 1 | 105.000 :'G:O
21 47,600 4 300 2 £<,600 5.630

21 ae.000 2 500 3 66.000 4,200

4| 26500 1,649 4| 46,000 3,960
8165,300 | 811,609 s'.e?s,;o;) —w -iﬂ

The authors add. that “the Govermnent, with such ample
means to work npon, might easily adopt a system of con-
tributions which would with great uc‘\'uniﬁgo- supercede

the ephemeral and discredited system to which they were
then reduoced,

This is, indeed, very evident, for a tax of 5 per cent.
upon 2300000000 of yearly income, or of 1-4 per 100
on_ 86 000 000,080 m?uu of property, would produce
215,000 000 yenrly, which amount, in time of peace ought
to he sufficient for the whole expenditure and interest

of the public debit of the nation.
Mexico, November 1343, R. C. WYLLIE.

(To be Continued.)
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To tue Epitor oF THE POLYNESIAN i—

Sir,—~The poetry of Allegiance is that
““no man can throw off his native country;”
but, the stern fact and the Law of Nations
as recognized at the present day, is far oth-
erwise in the strict sense of that expression.
It would be more consonant with the la¥
and the fact, to transpose that ancient adage
by saying,—‘‘ some countries cannot throw of
their native subjects under any circumstances;”
and, ‘‘some countries cannol throw off thevr
subjects, except for the commission of certaih
crimes.”

In republics like those of the United States
and Switzerland, where the indefeasible
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